Monthly Newsletter Vol. 39 No. 7 March 2014
OUR NEXT MEETING
Sunday, April 6, 2014 — Alphabet Soup of Revolutionary Lineage Societies
This month’s meeting will be held at the Meeting Hall at York County Heritage Trust Library & Archives, 250
East Market Street, York, Pennsylvania. A brief business meeting will begin at 2:15 PM and the program will
immediately follow at approximately 2:30 PM.
Our speaker, Frank Grove has been helping people with their application paper work for the Children, Daughters,
and Sons of the American Revolution since about 1990. In 2006, he became the “official” genealogist/registrar for
the Continental Congress Chapter, S.A.R. We will look at many of the current requirements of the national
organizations, review the “must” areas that need to be very complete, and provide hints to help with unknown
dates. We will also discuss the importance of record copies from the organizations and the “cut off” date after
which older applications will not be accepted without it being updated.

OUR UPCOMING MEETINGS are scheduled as follows …
Sunday, May 4, 2014

Are You My Mother?: Tracing Your Female Ancestors

Probably the most common problem in researching women is identity. What was her maiden name? Who
were her parents? This meeting will be a round table discussion concerning some of the issues faced while
researching our female ancestors. Bring your success stories and/or brick walls, and participate in the round
table discussion.
Saturday, June 7, 2014

Thinking Outside the Box?: Take Your Research to a New Level

This conference is sponsored by the York County Heritage Trust and South Central Pennsylvania
Genealogical Society, and will be held Historical Society Museum and Library, 250 East Market Street, York,
PA from 8 AM until 4 PM. The scheduled speakers are Darvin Martin, Jonathan Stayer, and Kevin Shue.
More information is included on pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter.

U.S. National Archives to Close or Combine Facilities
from Dick Eastman (eogn.com), March 11, 2014
The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration just issued a press release announcing the
permanent closure of three National Archives facilities over the next two years. The Anchorage
facility will close in 2014, the two Philadelphia facilities will be consolidated in 2014, and the two
Fort Worth facilities will be consolidated in 2016. It is interesting to note that the records in Alaska will be
digitized and placed online so that the records will remain available to Alaskans and to everyone else.
Philadelphia, PA, facility consolidation … The National Archives currently maintains two facilities in
Philadelphia — a records center and archives at Townsend Road, and a small “storefront” archival facility at 900
Market Street in the city center. Archival records are currently moved between the two for research use. The
Market Street facility will close in FY 2014. The less than 5,000 cubic feet of archival records stored at Market
Street will be moved to Townsend Road, where the majority of the archival records already are stored. The
Townsend Road facility’s research room will be modified to better provide appropriate access to researchers, and
community outreach programs will continue.
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I Am My Own Grandpa!
from Dick Eastman (eogn.com), January 18, 2014
Remember that little ditty that was first sung by
Lonzo and Oscar in 1947 and later by Homer and
Jethro, and many other folks afterwards? I Am My
Own Grandpa is a bit of a mind-bender for any
genealogist. It reportedly was inspired by an
anecdote that Mark Twain related in a book, proving
how a person could become his own grandfather.
Here are the lyrics to the song I Am My Own
Grandpa, written by Dwight B. Latham and Moe
Jaffe:
Many many years ago when I was twenty three,
I got married to a widow who was pretty as could be.
This widow had a grown-up daughter
Who had hair of red.
My father fell in love with her,
And soon the two were wed.
This made my dad my son-in-law
And changed my very life.
My daughter was my mother,
For she was my father's wife.
To complicate the matters worse,
Although it brought me joy,
I soon became the father
Of a bouncing baby boy.
My little baby then became
A brother-in-law to dad.
And so became my uncle,
Though it made me very sad.
For if he was my uncle,
Then that also made him brother
To the widow's grown-up daughter
Who, of course, was my step-mother.
Father's wife then had a son,
Who kept them on the run.
And he became my grandson,
For he was my daughter's son.
My wife is now my mother's mother
And it makes me blue.
Because, although she is my wife,
She's my grandmother, too.
If my wife is my grandmother,
Then I am her grandchild.
And every time I think of it,
It simply drives me wild.
For now I have become
The strangest case you ever saw.
As the husband of my grandmother,
I am my own grandpa!
Can your genealogy program properly handle these
relationships?
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Dead Men Tell No Tales... But Their
Obituaries Do! Announcing a Major New
Indexing Project
from Dick Eastman (eogn.com), February 6, 2014
The following announcement was recently released
by FamilySearch:
Obituaries + Volunteers

=

A Treasure Trove of Searchable Stories
FamilySearch has declared 2014 the “Year of the
Obituary” and is working with partners and the
larger genealogy community to collect and digitize
millions of obituaries from the United States, with
other countries soon to follow. The goal for this year
is to index 100 million names from these historical
documents, including the name of the deceased,
relatives, and all other individuals found in each
document.
This massive collection of obituaries will add a
fabulous new dimension to online family history
research. Obituaries are a “treasure trove” of
valuable genealogical information. Each is a unique
story of a person’s life. Many obituaries include a
photo of the person along with the names of
generations of family members.
The success of this indexing campaign depends on
volunteers. Tens of thousands of additional
volunteers are needed to keep up with the volume of
obituary indexing projects coming this year. This
represents an excellent opportunity for societies,
archives, schools, and churches to participate in a
meaningful act of service that will pay big dividends
for generations to come.
Many indexers will enjoy indexing obituaries
because they are so interesting to read and are
virtually all typewritten. However, each obituary is
as unique as the deceased person it portrays, and this
uniqueness can make obituaries deceptively tricky to
index correctly. Good judgment and a willingness to
closely follow the instructions are crucial.
Volunteers are encouraged to start immediately. The
quirks of the project may take some getting used to,
but help resources are readily available.
Although 2014 is the “Year of the Obituary,” this
collection will likely require several years to fully
index. Working together we will unlock this treasure
trove of fascinating information for researchers
everywhere.
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Thinking Outside the Box:
Take Your Research to a New Level
A genealogical conference sponsored by the York County Heritage Trust
and South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society

Saturday June 7, 2014
Historical Society Museum and Library
250 East Market Street, York, PA 17403
Whether just getting started, stuck on a difficult ancestor or in need of a review, this conference will
provide you with a broad array of research techniques, insight and information.
Questions: contact Lila Fourhman-Shaull, 848-1587 ext. 223 or lfourhman-shaull@yorkheritage.org

Conference Schedule …
8:30
9:00
10:00
10:15
11:30
12:30
1:30
1:45
2:45
3:00
4:00

Registration coffee, tea, juice and doughnuts
“Exploring Your Heritage Through Expatriate Newspapers”
Kevin Shue
break
“Archivists Dirty Little Secrets: How to Get the Most Out of
Archives and Manuscript Collections”
Jonathan Stayer
lunch
(variety of wraps, sides, and beverage)
“Tackling Genealogy Problems”
Kevin Shue
break
“DNA”
Darvin Martin
break
Q&A and roundtable discussion with guest speakers
dismissed

To register, please complete this form, make check payable to SCPGS and mail to:
SCPGS, PO Box 1824, York PA 17405-1824
Name
Address
Telephone

(

)

Email

Cost includes lunch: $40.00 for SCPGS/YCHT members or $50.00 for SCPGS/YCHT non-members
Registration Deadline is May 30, 2014
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Session Descriptions
“Exploring Your Heritage Through Expatriate Newspapers”
Presented by Kevin Shue
description unavailable

“Archivists Dirty Little Secrets: How to Get the Most Out of Archives and Manuscript Collections”
Presented by Jonathan Stayer
Frequently genealogists experience frustration and discouragement when visiting
archives or institutions that hold collections of original documents. Join an archivist from
the Pennsylvania State Archives, who is also an amateur genealogist, for an insider’s look
at planning a research trip, understanding institutional culture, accessing and using
original materials, taking notes, requesting copies, and other aspects of a successful
research visit. This light-hearted talk will include Stayer’s “Top Ten Rules of Research.”
You can have a fruitful trip to the archives!
“Refresher on Basic Genealogy/Advanced Genealogy”
Presented by Kevin Shue
description unavailable

“DNA”
Presented by Darvin Martin
description unavailable
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100 Years Ago…
articles from the April 23, 1914 edition of New Oxford Item, New Oxford, Adams County, Pennsylvania
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NEW “For Purchase Only” Publication
We are pleased to announce that we are ready to begin taking orders for our newest “for purchase only”
publication. This publication is our third volume of the United States Direct Tax of 1798 for York County,
Pennsylvania (aka Glass Tax because it lists the number of windows and window panes, called lights in the homes
for which the home owner was taxed) and will include York Borough and York Townships. The publication
includes a surname index, and will sell for $20 plus a $5 fee to cover postage and sales tax.
As a current member you have the opportunity to purchase this publication for only $12.50
(sales tax and postage included) during the “pre-sale”. We must receive your payment by
June 15th in order for you to receive this “for purchase only” Special Publication at the
reduced “pre-sale” price.
To reserve your copy please make your check payable to SCPGS and mail to
South Central PA Genealogical Society
Attention: Margaret Burg
PO Box 1824
York, PA 17405-1824
All of our Special Publications are available for purchase.
Visit our website for the complete listing … www.scpgs.org

