
 

 

 

Upcoming Programming 

2:30 p.m., Sunday, August 27, 2023: Pennsylvania German Language Heritage. 
Presenter:  Charles (Chip) Kauffman 

For over three hundred years, Pennsilfaanisch Deitsch (Pennsylvania German) contributed to the unique 
blend of idiom in Pennsylvania and other regions of North America after seeds were planted by German 
immigrants in the late 17th century. Various dialects of German were brought to Pennsylvania from the 
Rhineland-Palatinate region of Germany, from parts of Switzerland, and from the Alsace region of 
eastern France. Drawing upon the historical and religious origins of the various forms of German 
brought to the New World, this presentation will focus on the speakers - past and present - of the 
colorful mix of language popularly called ‘Pennsylvania Dutch.’  Examples will illustrate the differences 
between standard German and the varieties of Pennsylvania German still spoken today.   

Charles “Chip” Kauffman is an adjunct faculty member at York College of Pennsylvania where he 
teaches languages and language-related courses. Over many years at several colleges in the region, he 
has taught Italian, German, Russian and other languages. He is a retired certified U.S. Government 
linguist and author of various articles on languages and linguistics. 

2:30 p.m., Sunday, October 1, 2023: Striking for Pennsylvania  
 Presenter: Scott Mingus 

From the President… 

In praise of volunteers . . . 

At our June meeting, we elected officers, bringing back some familiar faces and adding a new Director At 
Large. I am thankful for all of our officers past and present.  Since the establishment of our society in 
1975, our officers have all been volunteers.  We owe a debt of gratitude to these people who willingly 
give of their time, knowledge, and abilities to lead and enrich our organization.  Our current board 
represents a broad range of interests and talents. 
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Vice President Richard Konkel provided us with another year of interesting and engaging programs.  His 
knowledge of York County families and history—as well as world history—is legendary.  He has led 
sessions on using DNA in genealogical research and German research. 

Margaret Burg, our Treasurer and Membership Secretary, has kept us solvent while overseeing services 
to our members.  She maintains our membership records and mailing list, and she has managed the 
logistics of paying for and shipping our Special Publications.  She has taught a genealogy class for 
beginners.  She is always ready to help with our social activities.  She is chairing the committee for our 
50th anniversary celebration.  In her spare time, Margaret transcribed some of the records that you see 
in our Special Publications. 

Recording Secretary Richard Raubenstine maintains the minutes of both our general society meetings 
and our board meetings.  Recently, he transcribed the 1798 York Borough Poor Tax Book in preparation 
for a future Special Publication.  He volunteers weekly in the library of the York County History Center. 

Corresponding Secretary Becky Anstine deals with the letters received by our society as well as 
overseeing responses to research requests, many of which she handles herself.  With Margaret, she 
helps to prepare orders for Special Publications.  Around the York area, Becky is known for her 
knowledge of African American research.  The journal of the York County History Center published at 
least two of her articles.  For our society, she has taught classes on beginning genealogy and an 
introduction to online sources. 

Over the past two years, Erica Runkles stepped into the role of Director of Publications.  She edits our 
newsletter and provides input into the production of our Special Publications.  She transcribed records 
for our Special Publications on the York County Civil War draft.  This spring, she helped with our 
genealogy class for the South Central York County Senior Center in New Freedom. 

In recent times, we created the position of Webmaster, which has been ably filled by Lynn Nelson.  She 
has made many improvements to our website, and she manages our cloud storage.  She has helped your 
technologically-challenged President to resolve some issues with digital files.  A professional genealogist, 
she speaks on a broad range of genealogical topics from censuses to Italian research.  She also finds time 
to volunteer on a regular basis in the library of the York County History Center. 

Retired from York College, Tom Gibson is a long-serving Director At Large.  His expansive knowledge and 
interests include the Revolutionary War and radio as well as his own family history.  He often can be 
found dressed in eighteenth-century garb presenting inventive and engaging programs for the York 
County History Center at its Colonial Courthouse.  As a member of the Sons of the American Revolution, 
he serves as our link to lineage societies in the area. 

This summer, we welcomed Jayson Miller to the board as a new Director At Large.  He has engaged in 
local history and genealogical pursuits for decades.  In the past, he has been most helpful in setting up 
or tearing down for meetings.  We look forward to his participation in the leadership of our society. 

As the representative of the York County History Center on our board, librarian and archivist Nicole 
Smith makes significant contributions to all of our programs.  She has our meeting room ready for each 
program, usually arriving long before any of the rest of us.  She videos our meetings and handles the live 
feed.  She keeps us abreast of the activities of the History Center and of the needs of its outstanding 
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library that she directs.  Because of her involvement, any programs that we have held at the History 
Center have run smoothly, and she has been able to secure additional benefits from the Center for us. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the service of two other volunteers:  Mindy Sowers and Jerry Smith.  
Although Mindy could not accept another term as Director At Large for health reasons this year, we 
appreciated the unique perspective that she brought to the board.  She has been an SCPGS member for 
decades and previously was an officer, providing us with her long institutional memory.  Jerry Smith, 
formerly our Recording Secretary, resigned his post when he moved to the Midwest, but he continues to 
index our Civil War draft Special Publications remotely.   

Please join me in thanking these dedicated volunteers who ensure the success of your society.  They 
make my job easy.  We could not function without them!  Thank you, board! 

Jonathan R. Stayer 

President 

Using Baptismal Records in Genealogical Research 
By Richard K. Konkel, Esquire 

SCPGS Vice-President 

The next few articles for this newsletter will address using various church records for genealogical 
research.  This article will discuss using baptismal records.  Prior to the Protestant Reformation, the 
Roman Catholic Church acknowledged seven sacraments:  Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist [Holy 
Communion], Penance, Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders, and Matrimony.   

Following the Protestant Reformation, Protestant churches only acknowledged two sacraments, namely 
Baptism and Holy Communion.  These were acknowledged because the Lord Jesus Christ had charged 
his followers to practice and observe them.  The other sacraments remained practices in the Protestant 
churches, but not elevated in importance like Baptism and Holy Communion.  Lutheran and German 
Reformed church records in 18th and 19th century America often only contain records of baptisms and 
Holy Communion, reflecting the great importance of these two sacraments. 

In the very earliest days of the church nearly 2000 years ago, baptisms were of adult converts, much in 
the fashion of Christ’s baptism by St. John the Baptist in the River Jordan, with full body immersion in 
the water.  Over time it became the belief across the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches 
that baptism was necessary for salvation, and especially in the Roman Catholic Church, a child who died 
without being baptized was marked by original sin and condemned to an eternity in purgatory without 
any hope of gaining the Kingdom of Heaven.  The practice of infant baptism as soon after birth as 
possible became almost universal in Europe.   

Many European Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed baptismal records do not list a date of birth 
because it was assumed the child was baptized on the day of its birth or soon thereafter.  The records 
that do record the date of birth reflect this practice, but in records that omit the date of birth, it is pretty 
safe to assume a date of birth to be on the same day as the baptism or right before it.  If a child’s life 
was in danger at birth, midwives and lay persons in the absence of ordained clergy were authorized to 
baptize the infant as an emergency measure.  In early America, baptisms often took place weeks or 
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months after the child’s birth, mainly because there was a great shortage of clergy.  Some baptisms from 
these early days do not appear in church registers, because the clergy would travel around the country 
and baptize children at the parents’ home.  Some of these clergy maintained private registers of their 
independent pastoral acts. 

 

Depiction of a baptism taken from the title page of the Register of Baptisms 1618-1685 of the Roman 
Catholic parish of Hilsenheim, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France. Archives départementales du Bas-Rhin, 
Strasbourg, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France. 

Various customs arose around baptism.  Mothers usually did not attend the baptism, as they had just 
delivered the child and were confined to bed.  The father and infant along with the sponsors and or 
witnesses would meet the local clergy at the parish church to perform the baptism.  During Medieval 
and early modern times you will find the place of baptism to be outside of the church.  Famous 
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examples of this are found in Florence and Pisa in Italy.  Having a Baptistery outside of the church was 
because children were not considered part of the universal church until they were baptized.  Later in 
other parts of Europe a separate baptistery or having the baptismal font at the entrance or in a special 
part of the church was not unusual.  Infant baptism in the tradition of the Roman Catholic Church was by 
sprinkling, not by immersion.   

Baptismal records do not exist for most localities before the 1500s.  Many places in Germany have 
records dating from the period after the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) or after the French invasions of 
the War of the Palatine Succession in 1689.  Church of England records largely start after 1564 in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth I.  Information found in German records is usually the date of baptism, 
sometimes the date of birth, names of father and mother with occupation, status as citizen, sometimes 
nickname or name identifying the grandparents, sometimes mother’s maiden name, and names of 
sponsors or witnesses with similar additional information about them. 

For centuries male infants in Europe were almost universally baptized with the first name of John after 
St. John the Baptist, and female infants with the first name of Mary after the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
Children were generally known by their second name.  Children were often named after their baptismal 
sponsors or for the saint’s feast day on which they were born.  Baptismal sponsors have different 
significance among the different religious denominations.  In the Roman Catholic and Lutheran 
traditions, sponsors are thought to have a special spiritual role and relationship with the child.  In 
German they are called Pathen or Paten, whereas in the Reformed traditions there is not the emphasis 
on a spiritual relationship, and they are referred to a Zeugen  or witnesses.  In some Catholic records 
there are both sponsors and witnesses. 

In Europe you often find sponsors who are important members of the community.  Often, especially into 
the 18th and 19th centuries, sponsors were friends and family members.  Sponsors are well worth 
researching, especially if they are family members.  In most American Protestant Churches the practice 
of having sponsors had almost ceased by the late 19th century.  It is probably more popular today than it 
has been in the last 150 years.  The most famous sponsors that I have in my own family tree are the 
sponsors for my ancestor Candida Kloz in 1687.  They are members of the famous fabulously wealthy 
Fugger family of Augsburg, Germany.  The Fuggers were bankers who controlled much of the European 
economy in the 16th century.  Why they were sponsors for Candida Kloz I do not know.  I can pretty 
safely say that they were not related.  It is possible that Matthias Kloz the father may have been a 
craftsman of some sort and the Fuggers acted as sponsors for his child as an honor and compliment.      
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September 1 [1687] born and baptized Candida legitimate daughter of Matthias Kloz and wife Helena.  
Sponsors:  The Illustrious Count Anton Fugger and his wife the Illustrious Dame [Domicella] Maria 
Elisabeth de Neyhausen. Roman Catholic Church, Markt Biberbach, Kreis Dillingen, Schwaben, Bayern, 
Deutschland 

The recording of vital records by the civil authorities is a fairly recent development.  Prior to the civil 
registration of births, church baptismal records were the primary means of recording births, especially in 
Europe.  In Europe, the various churches were often the established churches of the country, and as 
such, were part of the government.   Following the Reformation, some groups wished to change church 
governance and practices in ways that the established churches found to be heresy and when taken 
against the state church to be treason against the state.  The Anabaptists or in German Wiedertaufer 
[rebaptizers] were one such group.  These are now the Mennonites, Amish, Church of the Brethren and 
some of their offshoots.  Their belief that was considered so radical at the time was that baptism should 
only be of adults and by full immersion.  As a result, individuals who had been baptized as infants in the 
state church were being rebaptized as adults. For this action, many suffered imprisonment, persecution 
and even execution.  Early Mennonite baptism records do not exist. Mennonites in Germany from the 
19th century on do have some of these records. 

 

 

The presentation started with a brief history of the Camp, which is located in Springettsbury Twp., York 
County, PA. The Camp was used between 1781-1783 to hold between 800-1200 British and Hessian 
soldiers captured at the battles of Saratoga. The Camp included huts surrounded by a stockade. It 

 
“Finding Camp Security -

America’s Last Revolutionary 
Prisoner-of-War Camp”  
presented by John Crawmer, 

Camp Security Lead Archaeologist 
June 11th SCPGS Program meeting. 

Reviewed by Becky Anstine 
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included a hospital, guard huts, and other buildings.  Outside of the stockade, a village called “Camp 
Indulgence” was also constructed.  That camp had huts which were inhabited by soldiers and their 
families.  The rules were less restrictive, and the prisoners were allowed to have cottage industries and 
travel outside of the camp.  In 1783, the camp was abandoned and fell into disarray.  Local residents 
took the structures apart to use for fence rails, firewood, etc.  Over the years, evidence of the Camp, its 
cemetery, and buildings disappeared. 

The second part of the presentation included a video clip on “digging a hole” – the steps that are taken 
and what to look for when doing a “dig”. The goal of the various digs has been to find postholes which 
would indicate the location of the stockade and its size.  In 1979, when the first dig was started, over 
15,000 artifacts were found, consisting of buttons, pottery shards, and other relics. 2021 saw the use of 
remote sensing to look for signs of where the best spots to dig might be.  The 2014 dig discovered 20th 
century bottles and modern discards.  Several test holes were dug.  In 2015, a large pit was found.  
Native American artifacts were also found, indicating that Indians had been present in the area. More 
artifacts, such a trench and a pipe connecting the Schultz House to a spring were found in 2016. Ground 
penetrating radar was used in look for anatomies. Some jasper and artifacts were also found.  In 2020, 
large scale collection involved plowing up certain areas to look for clusters.  A working sleigh bell, King 
George coins, and a button associated with the 33rd British battalion were found. 2021 saw a shovel test 
survey being done and a search for rumored man-made terraces. The team found that the terraces had 
been built between 1938-1948 – but not as part of the Camp. Some more trenches and a second pit 
were also found as well as several post holes. In 2022, the holes appeared to form an interior structure, 
with a shallow pit. A trench with several large and several small holes emerged. In 2023, there was a 
major discovery when made over 70 post holes and 19th century window glass shards were found in the 
trenches.  The stockade was starting to come together. 

The goals for coming digs include figuring out how big the stockade was and what buildings were within 
the stockade.  Guard houses and privies are also on the “to find” list. 

During the off season, the areas are covered with plastic and backhoed over for preservation purposes.  
Before this happens, every find is marked with a numbered flag and recorded. Extensive mapping, drone 
photos, and 3D models are used to record the finds. The end goal is to have walking paths with signage 
to outline the Camp for the public to follow.  

Camp Security is the only prisoner-of- war camp from the Revolutionary War whose site has not been 
paved or built over. Very few other sites are available and the preservation of this site for future 
generations is important.  

More information on Camp Security can be found on their website: www.campsecurity.org.  The site 
includes a virtual museum, artifacts gallery, and a more detailed history of the camp and the 
archaeological dig.  Check the York County History Center You Tube channel under SCPGS for a video of 
this interesting presentation.  The Friends of Camp Security are also looking for volunteers to assist with 
the digs! 
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 PaGE 2023 

Pennsylvania’s Genealogy Event Aug 5th – 12th (All Virtual) 

OPENING KEYNOTES, SATURDAY, 5 AUGUST David Rencher, Adrienne Whaley, Lisa Minardi 

SESSIONS PLUS, SUNDAY, 6 August - FRIDAY, 11 AUGUST 

30 pre-recorded Featured Speaker Sessions with a variety of speakers ranging from immigrant expert 
Rich Venezia to Judy Russell (the renowned Legal Genealogist), Quaker researcher Annette Burke Lyttle, 

and church records pro Michael Lacopo. 

PLUS - Live Events hosted by Shamele Jordon of Genealogy Quick Start CLOSING KEYNOTES, SATURDAY, 
12 AUGUST 

Blaine Bettinger, David Carmicheal, James Beidler 

Visit the PaGE Event Website for updates!  

REGISTRATION PACKAGES 

KEYSTONE KEYNOTES – 2-day ticket (Saturday, Aug. 5th AND Saturday, Aug. 12th) Live content on both Saturdays. 
Access to Expo Hall, Gathering sessions, and all the other Whova interactive features. 90 day access to content in 
the Whova app.  

SESSIONS-PLUS – 6-day ticket (Sunday, Aug. 6th THROUGH Friday, Aug. 11th) 
Access to 30 pre-recorded sessions and live speaker Q&As. Plus access to Expo Hall, Gathering sessions, and 
additional networking and Whova interactive features. 
90 days of on demand access to pre-recorded sessions and event content in the Whova ALL ACCESS – 8-day 

ticket (Saturday, Aug. 5th THROUGH Saturday, Aug. 12th) Everything included the 2-day and 6-day tickets. 
90 days of on demand access to keynote and pre-recorded speaker recordings, plus on event content in the 
Whova app.  

Contact GSP at info@genpa.org if you have not received your membership discount code.  
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Tales of Horses from the Southern End* 
*(Southeastern York County including Peach Bottom, Fawn, and the Hopewell Townships) 

By Erica Runkles 
  
Family research done using a service like newspapers.com can reap some lively results, albeit delightful 
or sordid. How an ancestor’s name “made the news” into a 19th or early 20th newspaper column could 
have involved countless situations: illness, a social event, business transactions, an accident, or a school 
or church activity among a myriad of possibilities. One essential creature present in daily life during 
these times was a horse. I sometimes found that without that particular horse, my relative might have 
remained totally unknown in the public’s eye. What follows will detail the place a horse could have in 
someone’s visibility and family story! 

All clippings from newspapers.com Top left: The York Daily, York, PA, Feb 27, 1914, Page 5 - Leo Miller, my 1st cousin 4x removed.  Top right: 
The Gazette, York, PA, Feb 12,1910, Page 18 - Clarence Douglass, my great granduncle.    Bottom left: The Gazette, York, PA, April 12, 1910, 
Page 5. John Ritz, my grandfather.  Bottom right: The Gazette, York, PA, Jun 23, 1898, Page 1, - David A. Miller, neighbor of Douglass ancestors.  
  

             Photo of John Ritz, his horse, and dog from author’s collecTon; circa 1915.  
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A newspaper search for my great grandfather John McNary 
Douglass’ older sister Emma Douglass yielded a very beguiling 
Southern York County event underpinned with horses. The 
September 9, 1875 armcle announced that the “Grand 
Tournament at Mount Pleasant” recently held in Hopewell 
Township was a grand success. “The day was bright and 
beaumful, the anendance was large, and no unpleasant 
circumstance occurred to mar the pleasures of the day.” I was 
charmed to discover that what is now Rinely was the site of a 
“Ring Tournament” which had become popular aoer the 
American Civil War, spurred by Sir Walter Scon’s Ivanhoe. (Mark 
Twain called the “mania for spearing rings” the Sir Scon 
disease.) The names of the judges, the marshals, and the 
heralds, the Sir Knights and Maidens of Honor were all 
accounted for by the reporter. I found familiar names: Miss 
Emma Douglass, M. Douglass, Miss Clara A. Trout, and W. H. 
Wilson.   
Emma Jane Douglass was born near the Cross Roads area in 
1856, the 3rd of nine children of William Smith Douglass and 
Lavina Minnich. Two years after the Grand Tournament, on 5 
April 1877, she was married to William Harvey Wilson at the 
Stewartstown Presbyterian Church. Two weeks later, she gave 
birth to their child, Iva Almeda Wilson. By the 1880 census, 
Emma was a widow living with her parents and her child. 
William Harvey Wilson, born in Bald Eagle, Fawn Township, in 
1843, the 3rd of eleven children of Josiah E. Wilson and Agnes 
Mary Watson. Harvey was a Civil War veteran having served in 
Co L, 9th Pennsylvania Cavalry Vols. In the 1870 census his 
occupation was as a cattle broker.  

    Newspapers.com: The York Dispatch, York, PA, 17 June 1878, Page 1.              
The York Daily, York PA, Sept. 11, 1775, Page 1      (See following page for explanation and story on Harvey Wilson.) 

There was a notice in the York papers about the Annual Meeting of the York County Horse Thief Detecting Society 
held May 29, 1871. With a long list of members came a reminder that every member when contacted about a 
stolen horse was to ride immediately in pursuit one day, so that every road and bye-road be supplied with a rider; 
the thief must be caught. In 1927, the Mutual Horse Thief Detective Society formally sought dissolution of the 
organization as the society had not been called upon to pay a claim on a stolen horse or to seek a horse thief for a 
very long time. (newspapers.com: York Gazette, May 16, 1871, Page 3; York Daily Record, Feb 15, 1927, Page 13. 
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Epilogue 
My great grandaunt Emma Jane Douglass Wilson remarried Mr. 

Reuben Smith of Dallastown on 14 January 1883. She died of 
consumption on 18 April 1885 and was buried in an unmarked grave 

in the Mt Pleasant cemetery in Rinely. Her daughter Iva Almeda 
Wilson was able to receive a minor’s compensation from her father 

William Harvey Wilson’s pension. For going against Constable 
Jamison’s order about no firearm use, Joseph McAbee received a 

short prison sentence for killing the unarmed Harvey Wilson.  

Newspapers.com clipping on far right:                                                             
The York Daily, York, PA, June 17, 1878, page 1. 

Map of the murder scene 
provided at the 1879 
inquest. Record from the 
York County Archives. 
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Compliments of: Charles Stambaugh 

North Eastern York County History In Preservation 
NeyChip.com 

 
“A Look into History” Fall 2023 

at Red Land Community Library 

Located I-83 Exit 34 in Newberry Commons 

Click on the links to reserve a seat. 

August 28 – 6:30-8:00 PM - Dr. Kenneth C. Wolensky – Pinchot Family at Grey Towers 
https://www.yorklibraries.org/event/pinchot-family-at-grey-towers/ - rsvp-now  

 
September 25 – 6:30-8:00 PM - Mike Maloney – The Accomac Inn and Nearby Riverlands 
https://www.yorklibraries.org/event/history-surrounding-the-accomac-inn-and-nearby-

riverlands/ - rsvp-now 
 

October 23 – 6:30-8:00 PM - Jim McClure – Hex Murder 
https://www.yorklibraries.org/event/the-hex-hollow-witchcraft-murder-and-trial/ - rsvp-

now 


