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OUR NEXT MEETING 

Sunday, May 4, 2014  —  Are You My Mother?: Tracing Your Female Ancestors 

This month’s meeting will be held at the Meeting Hall at York County Heritage Trust Library & Archives, 250 

East Market Street, York, Pennsylvania. A brief business meeting will begin at 2:15 PM and the program will 

immediately follow at approximately 2:30 PM. 

Probably the most common problem in researching women is identity. What was her maiden name? Who were 

her parents? This meeting will be a round table discussion concerning some of the issues faced while researching 

our female ancestors. Bring your success stories and/or brick walls, and participate in the round table discussion. 

OUR UPCOMING MEETINGS are scheduled as follows … 

Saturday, June 7, 2014 Thinking Outside the Box?: Take Your Research to a New Level 

This conference is sponsored by the York County Heritage Trust and South Central Pennsylvania 

Genealogical Society, and will be held Historical Society Museum and Library, 250 East Market Street, York, 

PA from 8 AM until 4 PM. The scheduled speakers are Darvin Martin, Jonathan Stayer, and Kevin Shue. 

More information is included on pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE 

The South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society welcomes and values your continued membership. 

Renewing your membership will help us continue to provide services such as special publications and research 

assistance in the York and Adams County area. Unless you are a life member, your membership will expire on 

June 30, 2014 and you will not receive membership benefits beyond that date if you do not renew.  

To renew your membership in SCPGS for the fiscal year 2014-2015, please promptly mail your payment with the 

renewal notice included in this newsletter. Please return the entire page. Life members can disregard the renewal 

form. 

You will continue to receive regular special publications each year as long as you are a member in good standing, 

however, due to the amount of preparation time and the size of some special publications, there will now be a 

charge to help cover the printing and mailing costs of “for purchase only” publications. Your SCPGS membership 

will afford you the opportunity to purchase the “for purchase only” special publication at a reduced rate.  

Our newsletter is now offered via email if you so desire. To receive the newsletter via email, please submit your 

request along with your email address to … scpgswebsite@wildblue.net 
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NEW “For Purchase Only” Publication 

We are pleased to announce that we are ready to 

begin taking orders for our newest “for purchase 

only” publication. This publication is our third 

volume of the United States Direct Tax of 1798 for 

York County, Pennsylvania (aka Glass Tax because 

it lists the number of windows and window panes, 

called lights in the homes for which the home owner 

was taxed) and will include York Borough and York 

Townships. The publication includes a surname 

index, and will sell for $20 plus a $5 fee to cover 

postage and sales tax. 

As a current member you 

have the opportunity to 

purchase this publication for 

only $12.50 (sales tax and 

postage included) during the 

“pre-sale”. We must receive 

your payment by June 15
th
 in 

order for you to receive this 

“for purchase only” Special 

Publication at the reduced 

“pre-sale” price.  

To reserve your copy please make your check 

payable to SCPGS and mail to  

South Central PA Genealogical Society 

Attention: Margaret Burg 

PO Box 1824 

York, PA 17405-1824 

All of our Special Publications are available for 

purchase. 

Visit our website for the complete listing  … 

www.scpgs.org 

 

Typists Needed For An Indexing Project 

SCPGS is looking for typists who can help index 

several documents. The indices are being created in 

Microsoft Excel and a format will be provided. Any 

member interested in helping should contact the 

Society at scpgswebsite@wildblue.net.  

Thank you. 

Deceased Member 

We recently received the following notice of the 

death of a current member, Dr. H. C. Alfred Hans 

Kuby, Retired Pastor … 

 

translation:  

Recovered wonderfully by good powers we 

confidently wait come what may. God is with us in 

the evening and in the morning and certainly at each 

new day. —  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Dr. H. C. Alfred Hans Kuby, Retired Pastor 

19 Feb 1923   —   13 Mar 2014 

At the age of 91 years after a long illness, my 

husband, our father and grandfather is gone. In the 

long period of leave-taking (farewell), we have seen 

him as a patient, his condition accepting also with 

humor and thankful people. 

Marta Kuby born Muller 

Dr. Frank Kuby with family 

Susanne Kuby with Jurgen Wolff 

Christine Kuby-Badji 

Dr. Christopher Kuby with  

Susanna and Caroline 

 

mailto:scpgswebsite@wildblue.net
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Thinking Outside the Box: 
Take Your Research to a New Level 

A genealogical conference sponsored by the York County Heritage Trust 

 and South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society 

Saturday June 7, 2014 

Historical Society Museum and Library 

250 East Market Street, York, PA 17403 

 

Whether just getting started, stuck on a difficult ancestor or in need of a review, this conference will 

provide you with a broad array of research techniques, insight and information. 

Questions: contact Lila Fourhman-Shaull, 848-1587 ext. 223 or lfourhman-shaull@yorkheritage.org 

Conference Schedule … 

8:30 Registration   coffee, tea, juice and doughnuts 

9:00 “Exploring Your Heritage Through Expatriate Newspapers” Kevin Shue 

10:00 break 

10:15 “Archivists Dirty Little Secrets: How to Get the Most Out of  

 Archives and Manuscript Collections” Jonathan Stayer 

11:30 lunch   (variety of wraps, sides, and beverage) 

12:30  “Advanced Genealogy. Hitting Genealogical Problems Out of the Park!” Kevin Shue 

1:30  break 

1:45  “Finding Your Ancestors Through DNA – Which Test is Best for Me?” Darvin Martin 

2:45 break 

3:00 Q&A and roundtable discussion with guest speakers 

4:00 dismissed 

 

To register, please complete this form, make check payable to SCPGS and mail to:  

SCPGS, PO Box 1824, York PA 17405-1824 

Name  

Address  

  

Telephone (          ) Email  

Cost includes lunch:  $40.00 for SCPGS/YCHT members or $50.00 for SCPGS/YCHT non-members 

Registration Deadline is May 30, 2014 
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Session Descriptions 

“Exploring Your Heritage Through Expatriate Newspapers” Kevin Shue 

Everyone longs for connections. This is one reason why people become interested in their family history. 

Your immigrant ancestors were no different than you. They wished to remain connected with family and 

friends from their home country. Explore how to research a valuable resource for your immigrant 

ancestors’ stories... expatriate newspapers! Learn the preliminary steps that will help you search the 

varied repositories and websites that offer expatriate newspapers. 

“Archivists Dirty Little Secrets: How to Get the Most Out of Archives and Manuscript Collections” 

 Jonathan Stayer 

Frequently genealogists experience frustration and discouragement when visiting archives or institutions 

that hold collections of original documents. Join an archivist from the Pennsylvania State Archives, who 

is also an amateur genealogist, for an insider’s look at planning a research trip, understanding institutional 

culture, accessing and using original materials, taking notes, requesting copies, and other aspects of a 

successful research visit. This light-hearted talk will include Stayer’s “Top Ten Rules of Research.” You 

can have a fruitful trip to the archives! 

“Advanced Genealogy: Hitting Genealogical Problems Out of the Park!” Kevin Shue  

This class takes a preventative approach to brick walls. What can you do in the research process that will 

help reduce the likelihood of a brick wall? The talk will also address some frequent types of roadblocks 

and their resolution. Topics to be covered are evidence, note taking, critiquing sources, and 

“brainstorming with oneself.” The class will also emphasize the skills of transcribing, abstracting, and 

extracting. You will also begin developing the fun skill of paleography! You will receive bonus points, if 

you know this term is not about fossils! 

“Finding Your Ancestors Through DNA – Which Test is Best for Me?” Darvin Martin  

Darvin Martin began to construct his own family tree by the age of ten, and at that time could not have 

even dreamed about the future ways science would enable us to connect everyone into a world family 

tree. History, particularly local history not found in common textbooks, became a passionate pursuit as 

Darvin delved deeper into the nuances of who his ancestors were culturally and spiritually. Darvin began 

to embrace the idea of using DNA to trace family history while reading Brian Sykes' book, The Seven 

Daughters of Eve, in 2002. The time when anyone can quickly, with little cost, find a genetic connection 

to anyone else on the planet, has descended upon us as more and more people have decided to look within 

their own bodies to expand their genealogies beyond the standard paper trail. 

 

 



Page 5 Our Name’s The Game April  2014  
  
Chanceford Presbyterian Church’s Issue With A Marriage of Hugh Patterson 

contributed  by  David P. Hively 

I came across the following information concerning 

one Hugh Patterson while searching for a 

congregation’s history in the 1849 minutes of 

Donegal Presbytery (Presbyterian Church U.S.A.), 

which included congregations in York County. I do 

not descend from the Patterson family nor do I know 

much about the family. If the marriage in question 

was not previously known by Patterson researchers 

from one or more other sources, at least this source 

can be the basis for additional research. Few people 

would search presbytery minutes for family 

information, and rarely would such information be 

found in the minutes, but this is an exception. 

At the fall 1849 meeting of Donegal Presbytery held 

at Mt. Joy in Lancaster County, Chanceford 

Presbyterian Church of Lower Chanceford 

Township, York County presented a “reference” 

[possibly indicating a “referral” from the 

congregation to the higher judicatory body]:  

To the Presbytery of Donegal—Mr. Hugh 

Patterson a member of Chanceford Church was 

brought by regular citation before the Session of 

said church charged with marrying the wife of 

his deceased brother contrary to the word of 

God & confession of Faith Ch. 24: Sec. 4.  The 

accused admitted the fact of said marriage & the 

session deeming the case new, important, 

difficult, of peculiar delicacy, the decision of 

which will establish a precedent of great 

importance & being themselves greatly divided 

in sentiment in the case & considering it highly 

desireable [sic] that a larger body then [sic] 

themselves should decide, respectfully refer the 

case to the Presbytery for such ultimate decision 

as they may think best.   Matthew Wallace clerk 

session Sept. 4, 1849.  

Source: Donegal Minutes 1843-1859, page 141 

Presbytery would not take up the matter and voted 

that it be “remitted to session of Chanceford Ch.” I 

would think Chanceford did not pursue the matter 

further. Readers may be interested in learning what 

the Presbyterian Confession of Faith stated about 

marriage which caused the Chanceford session much 

angst over their member’s marriage. A digitized 

version of the 1839 Constitution of the Presbyterian 

Church in the United State of America is provided 

online by HathiTrust:  at http://hdl.handle.net/2027/ 

hvd.32044024331886].  

Chapter 24 Section 4 of the 1839 Constitution 

(Confession of Faith; Book of Order) is said to be 

the same as the Constitution in effect in 1849. On 

the listed website, the specific section referred to in 

the session minutes regarding the marriage is:  

http://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044024331886?url

append=%3Bseq=138. 

Unfortunately the minutes do not give the first name 

of the deceased brother, or the first name of the 

woman who was married to the two brothers. A 

large number of Chanceford Church’s records were 

destroyed in 1926 when the Clerk of Session’s house 

burned, so their names cannot be found in existing 

Chanceford Church records. 

The 1850 census of Chanceford Township lists two 

Hugh Pattersons. The families of the two Hugh 

Pattersons as well as Elizabeth Allen and her two 

children are shown as three distinct families living in 

one residence. The elder Hugh Patterson was age 84 

and his assumed wife Elizabeth was age 69. The 

younger Hugh Patterson is listed as Junr. with age 

39. His assumed wife was Agness, age 24. Their 

assumed children were Mary E., age 8, Sarah E., age 

4, and Elizabeth J., age 1. Elizabeth Allen was age 

38, with assumed children Hugh, age 4, and Agness 

H., age 8 months. Elizabeth Allen may have been the 

daughter of the older Hugh Patterson and a sister to 

the younger Hugh. Since in 1850 both Hugh 

Pattersons had significantly younger wives  than 

themselves, it is not clear based on the presbytery 

minute source and the 1850 census, which Hugh had 

married his deceased brother’s widow. The York 

County, Pennsylvania Archives has no estate file for 

either Hugh Patterson. The 1933 Chanceford 

Presbyterian Church Cemetery survey lists an 

Elizabeth Patterson, wife of Hugh, died April 1855 

at age 75. This is almost certainly the Elizabeth who 

was wife of the elder Hugh Patterson in 1850, and 

may indicate he was the man Chanceford’s Church 

session had issues with his marriage, which was 

most likely his second marriage. The 1933 survey 

found no stones for any Hugh Pattersons in 

Chanceford Cemetery nor is there a male Patterson 

on the same lot as Elizabeth Patterson who would 

have been her first husband. 

Rev. Neal O. Hively’s Original Pennsylvania Land 

Records for Chanceford and Lower Chanceford 

Townships gives this information for land owned by 

Hugh Patterson. A tract of 200 acres was warranted 
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to a Hugh Patterson in January 1812, with interest 

beginning March 1, 1801, the latter date indicating 

the land was improved to some extent by then, either 

by Patterson or others. The tract was surveyed to 

Hugh Patterson in June 1812 as 180.15 acres and 

patented in that acreage by Hugh and James 

Patterson in June 1815. Rev. Hively’s connected 

survey map of Chanceford and Lower Chanceford 

tracts shows this tract with most of it located in 

present Lower Chanceford Township but a small 

part was in Chanceford Township. The tract is fairly 

long but not so wide. A portion of Otter Creek 

passes through much of the longer dimension of the 

tract. The land would not be a great distance from 

York Furnace. Shearer’s 1860 York County wall 

map shows in Lower Chanceford in the correct 

location a house identified as that of H. Patterson. 

The 1876 Atlas of York County, Pennsylvania 

shows no house at that location nor at any property 

in that area identified as belonging to a Patterson. 

(There was a nearby tract called “Black Jack Hill” 

warranted as 100 acres to a James Patterson in 1767, 

surveyed for him as 53 acres in 1772, but James 

Patterson did not patent the tract.) 

A Hugh Patterson is listed in the 1798 Direct 

“Glass” Tax of Chanceford Township, which 

included present Lower Chanceford Township until 

1806. He had a one-and-a-half story wood house 

with dimensions 35' by 25' and a log barn 45' by 20', 

all located on a tract of 150 acres. This tract may 

have been the one he later warranted and patented. 

Among the owners of adjoining tracts in 1798 were 

John Reed and Samuel Colvin. 

Some near neighbors of Hugh Patterson were the 

Graham and Reed families, both of whom were 

established in the area before 1800. Based on 

Chanceford Presbyterian Church Cemetery stones, 

these families, like the Pattersons, were members of 

Chanceford Church. On many Sundays in the days 

before paved roads these families would have had a 

challenging time traveling to Chanceford Church 

because of nearly impassible roads. Even today 

traveling from where they lived to the church 

requires taking winding up-and-down rural roads. 

Keeping in mind I have only done a brief cursory 

look into the Patterson family, I share the following. 

A Mary Patterson, “widow”, of Chanceford / Lower 

Chanceford area wrote her will in 1803. Her will 

was probated in 1805. She lists her children as 

James; Martha, wife of Nathan Norris; Hugh, and a 

deceased son John. The will gives no indication the 

son John left a wife or children, but if he left 

children his mother most likely would have 

mentioned them. A History of Chanceford Township, 

York County, Pennsylvania 1747-1997 has this for 

its first paragraph of the Patterson family section:  

John Patterson of County Down, Ireland, came 

to America in the 1760s, appears in Chanceford 

in 1783 with four persons, and died in 1817. His 

son James Patterson (1760-1841), married 

Mary, served in the Revolution, was a Justice of 

the Peace for 35 years, and owned 340 acres in 

Chanceford when he died after 1841. Their 

known children are: Martha married a Norris; 

James, Jr.; and Hugh Patterson.  

This information in the Chanceford history seems to 

be incorrect or misleading as the three children listed 

as those of James and Mary, James dying in 1841, 

are listed as the living children named by the widow 

Mary Patterson who died in 1805. Did Hugh 

Patterson the elder marry his brother James’s 

widow? (James seems to be the most common 

Patterson given name in York County.) 

The second paragraph under the Patterson section in 

the Chanceford history states “James Patterson Jr. 

married Ruth Ann, daughter of Robert Allen of 

Fawn Township and died in 1834, leaving these 

children: Robert James, Ruth Hannah, Jane, and 

John William.” York County Orphans Court records 

strongly suggest there were only three children, with 

the only daughter having the name Ruth Hannah 

Jane, rather than two daughters named Ruth Hannah 

and Jane. Some Scots-Irish children in southeastern 

York County at that time period had three given 

names. 

If not thoroughly searched previously by Patterson 

family historians, York County Patterson deeds, 

estate papers, tax records, and Orphans Court 

records may solve some of the unproven 

relationships noted above.   

Reminder …  

“follow all leads and resources in tracing you 

ancestors. You may discover they lived exemplary 

lives or your search might result in revealing facts 

that you may wish were left buried in the archives of 

history. Research doesn’t make judgments. It results 

in uncovering information that gives us an insight 

into the human beings who shaped our families, for 

better or for worse.” 

                          Kathy Petlewski 

                          NGS Magazine, Vol 39, No 4, Pg 48 
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SCPGS Surname Directory 

Did you know that as a member of SCPGS you can 

have the surnames that you research listed on our 

website? This is a great way to connect with others 

researching the same surname! 

If you would like to participate in the Surname 

Directory, please send the surnames that you are 
currently researching and your email address to  

scpgswebsite@wildblue.net 

If you do not want your email address published on 

the website, please indicate this on your request and 

we will use the Society’s email address and forward 

any inquiries to you so that you can initiate the 

contact with a fellow researcher.  

Please note that in order to limit spam, all email 

addresses published on our website are not active 

links. 

 

What is the difference between a Union and a 

Confederate tombstone? 
from Dick Eastman (eogn.com), March 26, 2014 

In a nutshell, the difference between Union and 

Confederate tombstones is the top of the stone. 

Union tombstones, such as that of Chas. Fetters, 

have rounded tops. Confederate tombstones, like that 

of Sgt. R. Shipp, have pointed tops. 

A common question about tombstones is “How do 

you know what war he was in?” Since U.S. 

government-issued tombstones have this same basic 

shape. The answer lies in the shield. The shield 

surrounding the name and the state was used by the 

federal government for graves of two wars: the Civil 

War and the Spanish-American War. Graves of 

Spanish-American War veterans should have “Sp. 

Am. War” inscribed on the stone, though this was 

occasionally missed. 

African American Genealogy Group Presents 

Noted Genealogist, Tony Burroughs 

The African American Genealogy Group (AAGG), a 

Philadelphia-based organization, celebrating its 25
th
 

anniversary this year, is proud to announce a family 

history event to be held in University City on 

Saturday, May 3, from 9 A.M to 5 P.M.  The venue 

will be the Family History Center at The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 3913 Chestnut 

Street, in Philadelphia.   

The one-day program, featuring Tony Burroughs, 

will cover the following presentations: 

 Black Roots:  Tracing the Family Tree 

 Creating Order Out of Chaos 

 Methods and Sources of Identifying Slave 

Owners 

 Six Phases of African American Genealogy. 

To guarantee a seat, attendees may make their 

reservations now. The cost is $50 per person. 

Register online at www.aagg.org and click on the 

Events and Conferences link. Tickets also may be 

available at the door for $50 per person on the day of 

the event. The venue offers limited, free parking and 

direct access via public transportation.   

 

In Search of Scrooby Manor 

Join fellow Mayflower Descendants, Historians, 

Genealogists, England Researchers, and History 

Teachers for a one time presentation by world 

renowned author, historian, documentary adviser, 

consultant on English history and genealogy, Sue 

Allan, on August 23
rd

 at Double Tree by Hilton, 

2400 Willow Street Pike, Lancaster, PA.  

Sue Allan will be giving a riveting presentation 

about Scrooby Manor and her incredible journey 

with Julie Dunstan to try and unlock the secrets of 

Scrooby Manor. Sue will talk about how she trawled 

through archives in order to piece together tiny 

scraps of information and countless documents in 

order to build upon an idea of what the lost part of 

Scrooby Manor was once like and the highs and 

lows encountered during that process. Sue will 

include a power point of photographs taken inside 

the Manor itself, of the Chapel, the music room, and 

places people rarely get to see. 

Only $22 per person. For more information visit  

SAIL1620.org  

http://www.aagg.org/
http://www.nostorytoosmall.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/confederate-tombstone-camp-chase.jpg
http://www.nostorytoosmall.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/union-tombstone-stones-river.jpg
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100 Years Ago… 
articles from the May 5, 1914 edition of The Gettysburg Times, Gettysburg, Adams County, Pennsylvania 
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RENEWAL NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

Now is the time to renew your membership for the fiscal year July 2014 to June 2015. Any member, 

who does NOT PAY their dues by September 1
st
 will automatically be dropped from the mailing list and 

there will be an additional fee assessed to cover the postage for back copies of our newsletter and any 

special publications. Please return this notice with your renewal and note any address correction. 

Members desiring newsletters to be mailed first class should add $5.50.  

Please make check payable to SCPGS (in US funds only) and mail to  

South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, PO Box 1824, York, PA 17405-1824. 

Name   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address / Box #   ________________________________________________________________ 

City   __________________________________   State   _________   ZIP+4   ____________________  

Phone   ___________________   Email Address   ___________________________________________  

$ 25.00 REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 

$ 30.00 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP  

$ 500.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP (individual only)  

$ 750.00 FAMILY LIFE MEMBERSHIP (husband & wife only) 

Please send a SASE    

(self addressed stamped 

envelope) with your 

payment if you desire a 

membership card. 


